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Landmark Progress for Michigan Trails
Promises a Bright Future

Nanzy Krupiars, MTTA

The Michizan Matral Fesources Commission issued a significant decision at its December
meeting which sets a positive precedent for Michizan statewide trails. The Clinton-Tonis-
Shizwassee ail was named in honor of Fred Meijer in perpemuity. The Meijer Foundation
had recently approved a §3 million endowment that will provide operations and maintenance
funding for 3 now-125 mile trail neraork, that includes the following trails: Fred Metjer
Heartland Trail, Fred Meijer Flat Fiver Valley Trail, the Fred Meijer Grand Fiver Valley
Trail, and the Fred Meijer Clinton-Ionia-Shiawassee Trail. The Friends of the Fred Metjer
Hmﬂmmmkmmeammmnnfmm:mmnmmmmmum
Fiver Valley Trail and the Fred Meijer Grand Fiver
and now they have been mansferred to the

And as you can surmise by the rrail e
names, the Meijer Foundation also

of all of the mails in this
netwm:k Na.nqurupla.l:z,

group for the Clinton-Ionis-
Shizwassee Trail in 1998, It
has been a series of public- 5 i
private parmerships in all aspects -;
of these trails which has allowed this
progress to happen, and it is these rypes
of efforts which will contime to propel the
state forward om it's collective trail progress.™

The Fred Meijer
15 Trail

The details of the new parmership and bow the suthority will work with the state and the
administration of the mamtenance funds will be worked out over the next few months.
Meanwhile, the DNE. continnes work on the master plan so that grant funding for the first
phase of development can be sought. While Mid-Michigan's wait for this trail was long
and difficult, the landmark progress blazed by this mrail will make it well worth the wat!




The weather may be cooling off in Michigan, but trail activicy
in Genesee County is not. With more than 60 miles of rails
in Genesee Co. and more on the way, it is clear that mail
activity is just heating up. Using the 2007 County Fegional
Trail Plan as a framework to develop an interconnected mwail
system throughomt Genesee County, existing trails are being
updated with new signage or undergoing consmuction and
maintenance, and ground is being broken for new tmails and
trail connectons.

Tust this past year, more than 100

help improve the nsability and safery
of the wails. The destination signs are an mmovatve type of
trail signage based on a mrail sign design nsed in the Chicago
area. Destination signs are placed at infersecting routes and
decizsion points along a wail to indicate your location and the
distance in miles to your desired destimation These signs were
placed along every mail in (Geneses County, helping to create
A uniform look and making navigation to mail connections and
off-mrail destinations easier

One of the longer trails in Genesee County, the Flint Fiver
Trail (FRT) is a linear park that follows the Flint Fiver from
dowmtown Flint north to Bluebell Beach in the Geneses
Coumty Recreaton Area. Currently, rail users cam fravel
from the University of Michigan-Flint campus to Bluebell
Beach Almost completely made np of asphalt, the mail is
approximately 12 miles one way. There are a few “disconnects™
along the route where mail users may need o use sireets or
sidewalks; however, there is a mult-year project nnderway o

eliminate and'or minimize these disconnects.

In addition to implementing county-wide sizgnage, SAGE also
works 1o make mmprovements fo the Flint Fiver Trail. They
identify other possible problem areas along the ail and work
with the City of Flint to implement improvements, such as the
creation of clear, consistent signage, and curk cuts along the
FET to make it safer and more nser-friendly for all nsers.

If you find yourself at the Farmers' Market in Flint on a Sunday
afternoon around 2 pom. between the months of May and
October, you will see a group of avid bicyclists and dedicated
volunteers taking off on the Flint Fiver Trail. “Friends of the
Flint Fiver Trail” as they are known, are an active group of
volunteers whose mission is to make sure people know shout and
usze the Flint River Trail for recreation and ransportstion. This
eroup of volunteers demonstrates their commitment to the Flint
Fiver Trail by leading
mail clean-ups  amd
trail rdes. Their hard
work and dedication
has made the FRT
maore enjoyable for the
citizens of Flint and

it Rbvir Tl

through Clhic along
the Pine Fun Creek, connecting to the Trolley Line Trail in
Vienna Township. This scenic asphalt paved rrail is 10 fr. wide,
and mamtained year round for bikers, mnners and walkers o
located off of major streets in Clio and Vienna Township, winds
through acres of natural woodlands, parks and residential and
commercial aress.

Additional trail constmction began this past spring. The Flint-
River Eettering Trail Extension project, which is approsximately
3 2.5 mile extension from Saginaw Street in downtown Flint o
Eettering University and then onto Ballenger Highway. Fumre
plans for mail development in Geneses Connty mchde making
connections from the FRT o the Trolley Line trail to the north
and the Grand Traverse Greenway to the south to connect the

(Continued)
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Asz I look back, this has been such an amazing year for wails
and Michigan Trails and Greenways Allisnce in 50 many ways.
Laoits of new trails on the ground, dramatic policy changes, and
momentm for making the links on some gigantic routes all
add up to a prefty smazing mm.

Of greatest priority are the trails that saw progress this year.
EBetween a higher than ever Matral Fesources Tmst Fund pot,
federal economic stmulns money, and the federal transportation
enhancement program, some long awaited trail projects were
fimded or bwilt Michigan saw spproximately §7 miles of on
the ground ail progress in the following areas: The coumnties
of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, 5t Clair, Genesee, Monroe,
Jackson, Lapeer, Tuscola, Kent, Cheboyegan, Marquette, and
Clare. New trail corridors were acguired m the coumfies of
Tonia, Kent, Gratiot, Genesee, Cakland and Marquette. And in
early December, the Michizan MNanral Fesources Trust Fund
awarded §11.7 million for trail acquisition and development
projects across the state that will see progress in coming years.

Trails were also incorporated into Michigan's first US Bike
Route. USBR. 20 will give cyclists adequate nonmotorized
passage fom Ludington to Feed City. This all-paved om
and off-road rowte was spearbeaded by Advenmre Cycling
and MTGA volunteer, Scott Anderson, who saw to it thar 31

City of Flint with the City of Burton. The Geneses Valley rail
bed, an sbandoned rail cormidor that begins at the old Chevroler
manufacmring plant site and rums southwest to Geneses Valley,
is going to be conwerted to a mmld-use mwail, and named the
Genesee Valley Trail.

Whether you are 3 biking enthusiast, avid mnner or simply
zoing out for a leisurely walk, the trails in Genesee Counry
are 3 great place to be physically active. Take advantage of all
the zafe, fon new trail connections, lace up your winter boots
and hit the wails in Geneses! For trail maps, directions and
maore information please visit the SAGE website at, hitpo/bit.
byifaBdIun. If you would like to view the 2007 Genesee County
Fegional Trail Flan, you can download the pdf version at the
Geneses County Mewopolitan Area website,

hitpibit lyhQaud.

resplutions of support were received from the jurisdictions that
the route mos through. Cm the heels of that momentm, other
wolunteers have indertaken similar efforts on the west side of
the state and are making steady proegress on US Bike Foute 35
from the Indiana border to Sault Ste. Marie.

Another tyvpe of cross-state route alse made headway. MTGA
initiated special focus on the Great Lake to Lake Trail
detenmining routes m the 7 zaps between 1§ existing trails
munning spprovimately 240 miles from South Haven to Port
Huron. Most of these mrails nm along what was formerly the
Michigan Airline Failway, but with a marketingbranding
strategy that MTGA employed, will now be known as the Great
Lake to Lake Trail. One hondred fifty state, regional, and
local officials who have a stake in the economic development,
bealth, mansportsdon, and tourism benefits of this comidor
were identified and engaged in our efforts to marker and brand
this potential super-rail. The marketing package resulted in
a mock-np website, brochure, and a wision for 5 “Great Lake-
to-Lake Trails” all connecting existing trails across the state
from one Great Lake to another. Three mail ambassadors were
employed in the fisld to do the owreach and analysis necessary
to determine rowtes in the gaps. Our executive summary and
poster establishes a benchmark o elevae awareness abomt
thizs frail and recommends next steps to accomplish it. The
statewide significance of this project was key for three trails
that recently received funding from the Mamral Fesources Tmst
fund: Calhoun County Trailway, the Lakelands Trail (Putnam
Township) and the West Bloomfield Trail.

MTGA was also successful in Detroit with new nonmotorized
government The Conner Creek Greenway, the Midtown Loop,
and Southrest Detroit all saw new greenway consmction snd
5 miles of bike lanes were sriped on roads within the Ciny
A pew Demoit Nonmotorized Advisory Task Force meets
gquarterty with Coalition members and other fransportation
officials to bramstorm solutions to nommotorized issnes. And
talks continue with MDOT, the Port Anthority and others,
exploring altematives for easy ransportation of bicycles back
and forth across the international border. Trails are well on
their way towards becoming part of the emerging revitalization
of Detroit!

MTGA also worked in conjunction with Tri-County Fegional
Planning Commission (Clinton, Exton, and Ingham Counties)
elected and appointed officials, parks and recreation agencies,
connty agniculmral boards, comservation organizations,
economic development officials, and others to put together a
green infrastmcre vision, entitled “Greening Mid-Michigan®™.
The Greening Mid-Michigan vision put critical conservation




data together with public plans and desires for “green connections”, suchas
parks, wails, and natural areas, laving the foundation for an interconnected
network of greenspace. It is an ecological framework thar enables the
Mid-Michizan ares to smive for and achieve environmentsl, social and
economic sustainability. For more information on this project, please visit

Anpther highlight of the year was working together with several key
parmers as part of the Healthy Kids Healthy Michizan campaign to win
passage of a statewide Complete Streets Policy. We joined forces with the
League of Michigan Bicyclists on the Lucmda Means Bicycle Advocacy
Dy af the State Capitol, mobilized ouwr parmers to contact legislators
numerons times, testified before commuttees and gave educational
presentations across the swmte. As a result, Michigan became the 14® state
in the nation to pass 8 complete sireets law! The law specifies that MDOT
st develop a statewide complete sreets policy and work in conjunction
with all counties, cities, townships, and villages who have local complete
sireets policies. This means that more frails in the fiutre can be connected
to roads that are safe for all legal uses of the road, including pedestrians,
bicyclists, and wheelchair users. Through a DATLMAC grant received
from the Tr-County Bicycle Associztion event of the same name, MTGA
developed a presentation to educate cifizen advocates sbout Complete
Streets and bhow they can engage elected officials and transportation
planning personnel in their own commnities. This presentation will be
Eiven in varions localities across the state over the next few months. (If
you would like to have this presentation i your community, please give ns
& call ar 517-485-6022)

Michigan iz on the brink of an interconmected trail system that can
have 3 profound impact on our state’s economic recovery. The latest
development which hastens our course towards this goal is a new public-
private parmership for several frails in Mid-Michizan, As you may know,
the Clinton-Tonia-Shiswassee Trail project which we began m 1998 has
had its share of issues and challenpes. Mew breakthroughs in this project
have resulted from a series of public-private collaborations. A private
citizen led advocacy group effort mroed o @ state-acguired trail, and the
collaboration of that group with 3 mult-comnunity steering committes
overseeing two other connecting trails led to 3 pew Mid-Michigan Trail
Authority for rail management and the ultimate fransfer of the entire 123-
mile comidor fo state ownership. This collsboraton was then rewarded
with the final linchpin® an endowment from the Meijer Foundation for
maintenance in perpetuity. With the Manmal Fesources Commission’s
recent spproval of this amangement, 3 whole new template for public-
private cooperation was born.  The example set by this collaboration is yet
another tool in the box to help in reaching the goal of an interconnected
statewide system of nunli-nse frails.

Soon & new governor and dozens of new legislators will begin to chart a
new course for our state. Issues like tourism, economic development and
health are high on the list of pricrities for lawmakers, and trails are an
important part of the apswer for a healthier, more prosperous Michizan.
With your support we can make sure this message is heard.
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The zales of oil and gas leases on state-owned land have been
increasing by lesps and boumds, and therefore, the Manaral
Fesources Trust Fund which collects these revermes has been
erowing. The grants recommended in early December at $102.1
million were the highest ever swarded since the
inception of the Fund im 197§, Trails were
among the winners this year in the type
of projects funded with a total 57.36
million for acquisition and $3.73
required at least a 25 percent match
in order to be eligible. Here are the
winning trails:

Detroit Riverwallk (Detroif) - 35
million for public use easements and land
acquisitions along the Detroit River from the
Ambassador Bridge to the MacArthur Bridge.
State Trails Initiative (various)- ¥1.5 million for acquisition
or rights to key lands that help to connect or extend state-owed
trails.

Dequindre Cut (Detrodt) - £375,000 to acquire the next .7 mile
section of the Degquindre Cut Trail going north.

Grand River Greenway (Spring Lalee) - $330,000 to acquire
35.56 acres for the next section of this mail.

Iron Ore Heritage Trail (Marquette Township) - 5156,900 to
acquire land as a wailhead at Schwemwood Park

Development

Lalkelands Trail (Futnam Township)_- $500,000 to pave 6.2
miles with an adjacent path for equestrians

‘West Bloomfield Trail (West Bloomfield Township) - $500,000
to pave 2.5 miles of a recently acquired extension of this rail to
Haggerty Foad.

Iron County Heritage Trail (Iron River) - $500,000 to surface
a 7.85 mdle trail connecting to the Apple Blossom Trail
Alpena to Cheboygan Trail (Millersborg) - 5492100 to
develop a trailbead st the depot, provide interprefive signage
and a fishing/overlook platform along the Cogueoc River along
the trail.

Flat Rock Oalkowood Metro Park Connector (Flat Roclk)
- §447.000 to pave 1.93 miles of mail linking the Flat Rock
Greenway to the Cakwood Metro Park Greenway, enabling a
23-mile greenway system.

Inkster Park Greenway Trail (Inkster) - 3408,000 to pave a
4.5 mile trail on parkland slong the Lower Fouge River

Iron Ore Heritage Trail (Marquette Connty) - 5400,000 to

pave 11 miles of wail betwesn MNegannee and Marquette

Burt Township Trail (Burt Township) - 3398,500 to pave a
2.9 mile trail alomg West Burt Lake F.d. to Morth Faver Foad.
GroveHarridine West Parls Trail (Carson City) - 390,000
to pave A wall connecting three parks o an existing
bridge ower Fish Creek.

The unusual size of the Matural
Fesources Trust Fund is a “omce-
0 in-a-lifetime  landmark” reached
by the Fund. The law that crested
the MNamral Fesources Trost Fund
stipulates that once a cap of $500
million is reached, the revenne from
oil and gas leases on state owned
land will fiow to the Parks Endowment
Fund. Omce that happens, grant dollars are
restricted to the interest earned om the §500

million. The cap iz expected to be reached within
the next vear. Trail project planners will be im search of new
funding to zet their projects done in this competitive scenario

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance just completed
the *rendition of the Michizan Trail Map and
Directory. This poster/brochure is updated
EVETY two years to show the new mails and
connections that have been made across the
state. This year’s map shows an additional F
208 more trail miles and 24 new trails since the last edition!
We are grateful to the Michizan Deparinent of Transportation
that belps to fimd the map production and distributon. We
regularly distribute these to our members, bike shops, chambers.
of commerce, conwention and wisitor's bureans, Michigan
Welcome Centers, and aoyone who reguests them. If yom
know of a place that could nse multple copies for distribution,
please let us know and for the cost of shipping, we will send
a supply.
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ety Cullas, Machigander Coordagor
Plans are starting to fall mto place for the next have not solidly confirmed all the overmght sites yet,
Michigander, which will be our 20% zmmual nide! It but rest assured the last few days of the week-long nde
seams hard to beheve all the new trails and the improved  wall feature beautiful views and swimming opportunities

mnﬁ.cesthathmremdm.cetheﬁrstn&ushdthe along the Lake Micligan shoreline!
trails in 19921 ==

As in the past few years, all types of
bicycles: road, hybrd and mountain,
, are suitable for this ride. A fully
paved route 15 available for
© skinmier-tive bicyeles as well as
| for mommtain bikes.

The dates are July 16-17T for the -‘zﬂu-h QT
weekend nide, which will be an ¢
out and back on the Kal-Haven |
Trail The EKal-Haven Trail|
plaved a significant part in the
first 6 Michizander rides and |
several thereafter — Whether
vou are signed up for any of the
tour options or are simply a past
Michigander rider, we myvite you to

S50, come and join us for this
vear’s tour with all of the extra
" fun and festivities! And invite your
jom us for a special celebration of our friends and family to participate! MNew
20* ride on the evening of the 16* in South nders always recerve plenty of help along
Haven. the way! Stay funed to the MTGA website (wamar.

michigantrails crg) around mid to late Janmary for the
We retwmn to the “circle” format for the 6 and 7 dayv nde,  route determmation and lock for an application fo be
Tuby 16-22* starting and ending in South Haven. We  mailed out and posted on-line in February.
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