Trailblazing in Michigan
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is 20 Years Old !

Pedaling beneath the canopy of a West Michigan wildemess, 2011 “Michigander™
cyclists hit the rails July 16th through July 22nd for the annual Michigan Trails and
Greemways Alliance two, six, and seven-day bike tours. The valiant crew of 687
family members, friends, and trail lovers braved scorching summer temperatures
and torrential downpours as they crossed 328 miles of greenways and country
roads.

Many friends are made during this no
rush, stop and smell the roses “stay-
cation”. Here fun, family, friends and
fitness are all encompassed beneath the
summer sun. Everyone has the chance
o savor the trails and small towns of the
REAL Michigan. Serving as a showcase
for the MTGA mission of trail expansion,
the “Michigander” is a not just a tour, but
a cause supported by many.
This year was quie the remarkable and memrable occsion fo the bike tou.
MTGA invited " co-founders Roger
St a8 Rk Obete 1o sl he story of the origins of this adventure four.

the clear relationship between past four roues and the development of Michigan
into the #1 state for trail miles! This year we were able to conneet our tour with
12 trails and 10 different single tracks for mountain bikers, by far the most in the
history of “Michigander™!

and activities did not stop there. By day staff and volunteers
md out” the SAG stops with outrageous themed decor, goodies and of course.
mnm‘smdg:mcs,cvm]umpm\lhcshuﬂkwdownwwn:(ns:ndgrabanmc
cream or sample the local brews! Afier 2 hard day in the heat, the weekend ride
Haven where ° riders the mayor
hlmsclfmdmmtndmhlsnmdebmﬁ(cfmsmm&hmdngs and s'mores.

Indeed, hospitality was at a high on the western side of the state as bicycle fourists
were welcomed by friendly afifudes and kind gestures. Riders cager to beat
the record high temperafures were able to hit the trails sooner than intended as

(Continued on page 2)
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school caterers accommodated visitors by amiving at the
site an hour carly e breakfast. During lunch time,

for the
:xn:fnunn.tﬁcbm\ngln from “Michigander” by donning
discounts and welcome signs as they competed for the
hungry bellies of our many riders,

From Kalamazoo to Plainwell, around to Holland and
Grand Haven, this 2011 circle tour crossing 328 total
miles (126.5 frail miles) truly tested the boundaries
of human tolerance as we encountered 6 treacherous
days of 90-100 degree weather. Despite the gauntlet
of environmental conditions, the strength of love and
support between friends and family overcame Mother
Nafure’s unexpected tricks. As one rider said “This is not
always fun, but the satisfaction and accomplishment of
finishing is unbelievably rewarding.” Void of any major
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heat related injuries and sicknesses, fired but glowing
riders flew through clouds of bubbles and the finish line
to the sounds of the stereo and the bellowing cheers of
our own Sam “Pit Bull”

‘We would like to take 2 moment and recognize our feam
of amazing volunteers and vendors whom are fruly the
body of this entire operation. “The Michigander Bike
Tour” would literally not exist without this amazing
group of men and women who grant us their hears and
assistance year after year. The staff at Michigan Trails
and Greemvays Alliance would like to thank you all for
‘you tireless efforts to keep the energy of this ride alive

and your
‘beautiful side of Michigan. Every year you impact the
lives o

‘memories. We absolutely LOVE having everyone so.
let's do it again next year!




Tr: Micl

If you've been enjoying the more than 250 miles of non-
‘motorized, multipurpose trails in northern Michigan, your
enjoyment is about to increase with this year's improvements
and activities

North East State Trail
Construct in full swing on the North East State Trail
(NEST) which connects Alpena and Cheboygan. Currently
this is the most rugged trail of the system, its surface in its
‘natural state ranges from dirt and cinders to sand and ballast
stone. Construction to surface the trail began in April, with
omnplmon scheduled for September The trail is currently
the public but the installation of packed, crushed

hmcsmwnmcsmﬁmwﬂlmakemsmm«,fzmand
‘more accessible. The trail was originally part of the Detroit to
Mackinaw Railroad and vas purchased by the DNR as a -
use trail for snownmobiles in the winter and all

in the state of Michigan. The village of Mackinaw and city of
Cheboygan are excited to have new trailheads. The big news
for the fal s the 1 Annual Top of Michigan 100K individual
and team relay to be run on the trail. As of this writing, 20
individuals and 8 teams of 6 runners have registered for the
race on October 15, 2011, The race begins in Gaylord and
finishes in Mackinaw City.

Burt Lake Trail
The Burt Lake Trail received $398,500 in funding from
the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. The trail will
eventally  be

‘Topinabee and the Petoskey-to-Mackinaw
e This gant supports the st phase development f 29
long West Burt

City trail in the

use year round. ‘bikers and walkers. This multi-use
trail runs 71 miles from Alpena through Posen, Millersburg,

Onaway, Aloha and on to Cheboygan.

North Central State Trail
Completed in 2008, the North Central State Trail (NCST) is a
62 mile trail that runs through some of Michigan’s most scenic
venues including marshes, along rivers and lakes and within
casy reach of Mackinac Island. It i the longest improved trail

sz]zB:ymHz:ﬂwooanszzﬂepmslhkmughme
‘broad local support of $140.000 in pledges, the contributions
raised include a three year matching pledge of $51,000 from

the Burt Lake Preservation Association, and represents an
‘amazing grassroots effort o get a trai built

Other Happenings
The Top of Michigan Trails Council has partnered with
‘approximately 30 other groups, including the Michigan Trails

has a goal of collectively marketing all northen Michigan
recreational assets from Lake Michigan to Lake Huron with
an Up North identity so that the rest of the country knows
‘what it really means to go “Up North”. Our group intends to

website which contains detailed information on all types of
trail in northern Michigan as well as information

trail systems. We are planning a tourism-based trails website
that is ualike anything that northern Michigan currently has
to offer. This website will be  one-stop shop where users can
access pre-made maps, helmet-cam videos, and other trail
information such as segment length, difficulty, surface, and.
condition
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MTGA Annual Meeting

Thursday, Sept 29, 2011

43010630 pm

Michigan Fitness Foundation

1213 Center St, Suite D

Lansing, MI 48906

Come Hear The Latest on Michigan Trail Developments!

If you would like to join us, RSVP by indicating your attendance
on the ballot election card or call 517-485-6022 by September 23
so that we can allow for enough chairs and refreshments

and Trails Advisory Council which was

‘and Environmental Quality and the Governor on the creation, devels
operation.

lopment,
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but not limited to snowmobile, bicycling, equestrian, hiking, off-oad
workgro

vehicle and skiing trails. Additional ups
all the various trail types on the council, snowmobile, equine, ORV, and

legislation to develop a plan for a statewide network of pack and saddle
trailways, and the draft reportis out for public review through August, 2011
before fnalizaton  The reort, whic s avallabe at hp:wmichigan.
‘govidocuments/dnr/2011RecReportETS_ Rev_358863_7.pdf.
rmnmmﬂznonshsmdunﬂu4gnalswmzdws:lhc5ﬁknnﬁmn:

of a survey conducted among Michigan equestrians, best practices criteria
for

the recreational equine industry to Michigan In addition to reviewing the
equine recommendations and how they may dovetail with other trail uses,
the other workgroups are working on mapping their particular trail systems
5o that in the end.
‘groups may determine the best way of achieving mutually beneficial goals
‘The meetings of the Council, usually held at the DNR's Ralph A MacMullen
Conference Center in Michigan, are open to the public. A

‘govidar/0,1607,7-153-39002_5638_56889— 00 html.




In 2007, MTGA's Connecting Michigan: A Statewide Trailway

‘make your town a place the trail user wants to visit.

Vision and Action Plan described how a community trail  Another aspect of the Trail Towns guide is to analyze the town
programming and promotion could help achieve maximum through the eyes of the trail user. There are the basic trail user
‘benefit from s this  needs basis

topic included “increasing the number and diversity of partners
Michigan trais into their

ATMSs, bike repair, drug stores, and groceries, and there are
longer ey s, uch 25 ovmightlodging, sy service
‘e-mail acces: encourages
msmumofomapmmummsmdsmm

Awildiif

from Gaylord to Cheboygan have adapted the Trail Towns guide
for their use along the North Central State Trail

‘The guide rests on 4 main pillars for becoming a “trail town”™

art gallery, for exampl appeal to all
the outdoors. This is where local financial incentives may be

Socio-economic and lifestyle

the stakeholders that improvements oriented towards trail

‘users can and should be made.

Design — Capitalizing on a community’s best assets to

convey a trail town atmosphere which is inviting to trail
and convenience.

cxpand and stacting sew busiesses (0 ll he necds of
trail visitors.

~ Selling the positive image and increasing
awareness of the evets, attractions, and services that the
town has to offer trai users.

The guide points out the need for 2 “catalyst”, a community
g the

pﬂxm:shlpswﬁnyoulmvmpxmacrsldmnﬂedmm
analysis process.

the types of poject it shold be underaken to become
trail town, that can help tie the trail to the town

s, gateways, town
g

spot along the fai tht educates tril users about various fourist
services and businesses in a community and may be the point
at which wayfinding signage begins. A “gateway” is usually at
the edge ofthe business district where goods and services begin,
and imparts some of the unique style and characterisics that

base, the local Trail Town

attract these customers into the
community’s central business
district”

Last but not least, promotion
efforts are key to a trail town's
success. This can take the form of organizing events that
trail users would enjoy, such as a weekend music festival or
a progressive dinner with stops at all the local eateries for a
“taste of the town”. It could also mean special promotional
strategies in the form of advertising, retal sales, or marketing
campaigns

In summary, the trail becomes the vehicle and tool which a

their towns in relation to each of the above pillars and have

potential. You can view both the original Trail Towns manual
and the North Central State Trail customized version of it
online on the MTGA trailway toolkit at wivw.

“Trail

and Promotion”
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applications. Group members can also post policy inqiries, form
oaifions and create discussion fopics.

Are you a long fime supporter of Michigan Trails and Greemvays
Alliance (MTGA) rying to understand all these “social media” oulets

©

‘and photo sharing website. All the photos we post on this
site can be downloaded by viewes.

modes of

‘supporters. Below is a short description of our online accous.

it o compmis can e L Wil MTOA s poseni ottty e ot
Foeet it ahows = -
o .t ot S
e e e S
poliician, activst, prospective job applicant or sakeholder we can (W) )mmnfmuwhnbnmmﬂ-
o hom s e

Tovitter:
Service that enables ifs users to send and read textbased
posts of up to 140 characters, informally kmown s
S

our “toollit” o help
comidor into a developed trail, leam bow o get your tril paved or
=

projects and learn how fo how to get involved.

Tour

Linked In: A business-related social site
used for professional nefworking. We will post requests
for interns and conractors here as well as board member

The simplest way to support the cause of Michigan Trails and
Greenvays Allance is to se your trails. The next step is to GET
ONLINE AND CONNECT!
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