
System Benefits 
Fifteen existing trails will connect to create Route 
1 of the Great Lake-la-Lake Trails. Each trail 
offers benefits that will be elevated across the 
state and extended to communities in the "gaps". 
These benefits include: 

Economic Vitality : Trails serve as "economic 
engines" by increasing property values on 
nearby lands, generating new tourism-related 
business and increasing customer flow to 
existing merchants serving trail users' needs. 
Business climates are stronger where people 
are out and about. 

Transportation: Trails provide crucial links in 
local , regional , and stale nonmolorized 
transportation systems, with traffic-free 
passage between neighborhoods, shopping, 
parks, schools, libraries and more. 

Social Connectedness: Trail users establish 
important bonds with neighbors, friends and 
family while enjoying the trail. Whether the 
trail is a focal point for volunteer conservation 
projects, a venue for fundraising activities or 
simply a safe, traffic-free place to recreate, it 
builds a community's social capital. Watchful 
"eyes and ears" on a trail also deter crime. 

Environmental Preservation and 
Enhancement: Trails can provide important 
habitat for wildlife and native plants. 
Greenspace set aside for nature and 
recreation often provides valuable buffering for 
water filtration, wildlife movement and other 
ecological processes. Trails enhance 
parklands, providing interconnected corridors 
to support these important natural systems. 

Health and Fitness: Residents of trail 
communities enjoy low-cost recreation 
facilities i.e. walking, bicycling, rollerblading , 
etc. for good health and fitness. Trails also 
provide relief from the pressures of everyday 
stress by offering mental reprieves into nature. 

Outdoor Education: Hands-on science and 
history lessons can be developed for all ages, 
given the abundant resources available on 
trails. Rail-trail conversions can teach 
important lessons on fe-use and historic 
preservation as well. 

Another benefit gained from connecting the trails 
involves increased development momentum. 
The Great Lake-to-Lake Trail artery establishes a 
framework for 55 communities to "tap inlo" for 
planning purposes. Each trail segment can be an 
element of a local non motorized transportation 
plan or designation, such as "Safe Routes to 
School", "Bicycle Friendly Communitt or other 
initiative. From a marketing standpoint, a fully 
connected cross-state trail attracts more attention 
both within and outside the state. 
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Featured Destinations on the Trail: 

The Great Lake-ta-Lake Trails project began in 
2009 with a generous grant to Michigan Trails and Greenways 
Alliance from the Kresge Foundation, to accelerate tlie 
develollment of cross-state trails. Anticillated outcomes 
include enhanced tourism, transportation, health and fitness 
and economic develollment oPllortunities. Stakeholder 
identification and collaboration on a mUlti-agency level is 
ongoing. A marketing/branding strategy and recommended 
next stellS are included in the Illanning effort. 
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Michigan's multi-use trail system. see www.michigantrails.org. 
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Route 
South Haven to Port Huron 
Beaches, farmlands, woodlots, 
smalilowns and local produce 

Route 
Muskegon to Bay City 
Transition zone between 
agricultural south and rustic north 

Route 
Charlevoix to Alpena 
Spectacular Great Lake views 
and historic Mackinac Island 

Manistique to Marquette 
Wildlife, mining history and 
stunning sandstone cli ffs 

Route 0 
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Marketing, Branding and 
Signage 
The 15 existing trails within Route 1 are as 
distincl from each other as they are similar. A 
strong collective identity will create a framework 
for promotion of each individual trail. With 15 
different local trail names, 8 different logos, 6 
friends groups, and ownership ranging from 
state, to county, to township, to city, a unifying 
umbrella will strengthen the system's appeal. 

"The Great Lake-to-Lake Trails· evokes images 
of cross-state routes from one Great lake to 
another. The logo uses the unmistakable 
Michigan "mitten" outline wilh a blue edge 10 
symbolize the Great Lakes' water's edge and a 
green underscore for the land-based corridor. 
The identity is detailed enough to symbolize a 
long-distance cross-state route but uncluttered 
enough to avoid conflict with individual trail 
names or logos. The Great Lake-Io-Lake Trails 
insignia can be incorporated into signage on the 
trails as well as into promotional items, such as 
merchandise, trail guides and a website. 
Concepts for on-road signage are designed 
according to the federally mandated Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices . 

The five Great Lake-Io-Lake Trails provide 

visitors an opportunity to sample five unique 

slices of Michigan. A website will be produced 

that showcases trip options and includes links 

to each individual trail, allowing trail users a 

central portal for planning their entire trip. 

A promotional brochure template has been 
developed that entices tourists with various tour 
itineraries ranging from easy 1-day outings to 
week-long "pedal and train" options. 

Escanaba to Porcupine Mountain State Park 
Rugged beauty of the western Upper Peninsula 
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SOUTH HAVEN TO PORT HURON 
Southern lower Michigan's pastoral farms and woodlots dominate the scenery along Route 1, although charismatic towns 
and vi llages offer a wide variety of attractions. Offerings range from world-class beaches and exciting nightlife to historical 
siles, farmer's markets and unique shopping experiences. The trail is positioned to enhance loca l business in each 
community along the way. 

BikelTrain Opportunities 
Two Amtrak lines running from Chicago to southeast Michigan service many cities along the Irail. The 
Wolverine Line has stations in Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Albion , Jackson and Pontiac. Similarly, the Blue 
Water Line has stations in Kalamazoo, Battle Creek and Port Huron. Other stops off the Irail along 
these lines include Lansing, Flint, Ann Arbor and Detroit, ultimately providing potential for future 
bike/train transportation opportunities to most major cities in southern lower Michigan. 
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The Kal-Haven Trail State Park transitions to the 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trail upon entering the City's 
west side. This 12' wide path provides 14 miles of 
nonrnolorized recreation. Future plans continue the 
route through downtown Kalamazoo, providing 
access to many amenities including parks, the 
Kalamazoo Nature Center, Portage Celery Flats and 
Arcadia Creek Festival Place. When complete, the 
regional hub will offer 35 miles of trail and connect 
with 50 miles of trail throughout Kalamazoo County. 

Heading east out of Kalamazoo, an off-road roule is 
proposed paralleling M-96. It passes through River 
Oaks County Park, tracing the shoreline of Morrow 
lake and portions of the Kalamazoo River before 
returning to the highway. The route uses local streets 
in the quaint towns of Galesburg and Augusta and 
runs through Fort Custer Recreation Area before 
joining with the Battle Creek linear Park. 

Calhoun County Gap Analysis 
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A 5.3 mile off-road trail on Battle Creek's east side is 
planned to connect the Ott Preserve to Historic 
Bridge Park. From here, an interim route closes the 
gap to the Falling Waters Trail utilizing various 
existing trail segments. A long term vision for an off­
road trail has many property easement issues 
needing resolution before progress is advanced. 

In historic Marshall, the route makes use of the 
Marshall Riverwalk along the Kalamazoo River. In 
Albion, the route uses the Albion River Trail before 
heading south, on-road , through downtown. Condit 
Road conveys travel south along the Kalamazoo 
River, a route shared by the North Country Scenic 
Trai l, toward Homer. Within the Village, the Homer 
Bike Path provides passage along the Kalamazoo 
River near the downtown district. 

Upon entering Concord, the route crosses the 
former Airline Railroad R.OW., which will eventually 
bring the Falling Waters Trail to the Village's west 
side. For now, the route follows village streets 
through town to the Falling Waters trailhead. 

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance chose to undertake the Great Lake·to-Lake Trail project because it was "an 
idea whose time had come'. The last three decades in Michigan's trail movement have been about securing 
individual trails of all types: abandoned rail, utility corridors. road rights of way, etc. Today. Michigan can extend 15 
of these trails east and west to reach from one Great Lake to another, weaving in many communities and tourism 
attractions along the way. 

In looking al potential long-term off·road alternatives the 'Trall Ambassadors' studied' 

• Property ownership, whether owners might be willing to accommodate a trail 
• The topography of the land - slope wetness and SUitability for a paved trail 
• Potential where a trail might enhance the property owner's purpose for the land 

To summanze Phase I of thiS prOJect. the follOWing benchmarks were reached 

Jackson County Trail Hub 
Three named trail segments combine to create 15.7 
miles of nearly continuous trail through Jackson 
County. The Falling Waters Trail enters Jackson 
from the southwest to become the Intercity Trail. It 
transitions to the Grand River ArtsWalk following a 
1/B mile gap along the Grand River. The ArtsWalk 
passes through Armory Arts Village and continues 
north along the Grand River. 

The gap from here to l akelands Trail is filled by a 
proposed route north and west of the State Prison, 
partially using existing roadways and an incomplete 
segment of the lakelands Trail State Park. 
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Livingston County Gap Analysis 
Running alongside the expansive Pinckney and Waterloo State Recreation Areas, the lakelands 
Trail State Park offers approximately 20 miles of former rail corridor for nonmotorized recreation. 
Its 16' width accommodates equestrian users along with biking and hiking. 

A proposed interim route on 9 Mile Road closes the gap between the Lakelands Trail State Park 
and the Huron Valley Trail , which continues east for over 10 miles through South lyon, lyon 
Township and Wixom. The former Airline Rail R.OW offers opportunity for an off-road route to fill 
the gap, although many private properties now occupying the R.OW. would need to be acquired. 

A southern loop is proposed to 
provide residents around 
Whitmore l ake safe access to 
the Great lake-to-l ake Trail. 

A proposed on-road route to the 
north provides access to 
KenSington Metropark, Island 
State Recreation Area and other 
high quality parklands. This side 
diversion could easily reconnect 
to the Huron Valley Trail's north 
spur to rejoin the Great l ake-to­
l ake Trail route near 1·96. 
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With funding from the Kresge Foundation, progress on this project is credited to the work of 
the following entities and individuals: 

The Great Lake-to-Lake Trail Steering Committee: 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Michigan Trails and GreenwaysAliiance 
MTGA Trail Ambassadors: Robert Gregersen, Todd Scott, and Scott TenBrink 

Elected and Appointed Officials from Local Jurisdictions 
and 'Friends Groups' Representing the Following Trails: 

Kal·Haven Trail State Park 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway 
Battle Creek Linear Park 
Marshall Riverwalk 
Albion River Trail 
Homer Bike Path 
Falling Waters Trail 
Jackson Intercity Bike Trail 
Grand River ArtsWalk 
Lakelands Trail State Park 
Huron Valley Trail 
West Bloomfield Trail 
Clinton River Trail 
Macomb il 
Bridge to Bay Trail 

I 

Elected and Appointed Officials and Trail Advocates 
from Counties, Townships and Villages in the "Gaps': 

Cathoun County: 
Cities and Villages: Battle Creek. Marshall. Albion, Homer 
Townships: Albion, Emmett, Marengo. Marshall, Sheridan 
Jackson County: 
Cities and Villages: Concord, Jackson, Munith 
Townships: Blackman, Concord. Henrietta 
Ingham County: 
Cities and Villages: Stockbridge 
Townships: Stockbridge 
Livingston County: 
Cities and Villages: Hamburg 
Townships: Green Oak, Unadilla, Putnam 
Oakland County: 
Cities and Villages: Wixom, Walled Lake. Pontiac 
Townships: Lyon. Commerce 
Sl. Clair County: 
Cities and Villages: Port Huron 
Townships: Casco, Columbus, SI. Clair 
Washtenaw County: 
Townshrps: NortIil'rekI 

Local Transportation Service Centers: 
Marshall Transportation Service Center 

Tourism: 
Travel Michigan 
SI. Clair County Convention and Visitors Bureau 
City of South Haven 
Discover Kalamazoo 
Battle Creek. {Calhoun County Conwention & VISitors Bureau 
OllIe,,, 
Calhoun County Trailway All"l8nce 

The Greenway CollaboraUve, Inc. 
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The West Bloomfield, Clinton River and Macomb 
Orchard Trails represent over 40 miles of Great 
l ake-to-lake Trail already in place. When 
combined with ancillary trails, this "trail hubn 

connects with many regional attractions including the 
West Bloomfield Woods Nature Preserve, Rochester 
Hills Environmental Education Center, Bloomer Park, 
Stonycreek Metro Park and shopping, nightlife and 
cultural amenities in Pontiac, historic Rochester and 
Rochester Hills. Gaps in downtown Pontiac and 
north of Walled l ake are imperative segments to 
complete. 

A proposed off-road route uses the former Airline 
Rail corridor to close the gap between the Huron 
Valley and West Bloomfield Trails and connect to the 
M-5 and 1-275 Metro Trails . These lead to an 
extensive southeast Michigan greenway network. A 
proposed route crossing M·59 will eventually replace 
the temporary route currently used in Pontiac. 

St. Clair County Gap Analysis 
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A variety of options are presented to connect the 
gap between the Macomb Orchard Trail and the 
Bridge to Bay Trail. A proposed off-road route 
passes through Columbus County Park and follows 
existing power lines southeast to make the 
connection, but because of property easement 
issues, two interim alternatives are under 
consideration. 

One route follows Fred W. Moore Hwy. on-road to 
King Road. The other option follows Gratiot Avenue 
from Richmond northeast, through a popular 
commercial district, to the Bridge to Bay Trail. 
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