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The Kal-Haven Trail State Park transitions to the
Kalamazoo River Valley Trail upon entering the City's
west side. This 12" wide path provides 14 miles of
nonmotorized recreation. Future plans continue the
route through downtown Kalamazoo, providing
access to many amenities including parks, the
Kalamazoo Nature Center, Portage Celery Flats and
Arcadia Creek Festival Place. When complete, the
regional hub will offer 35 miles of trail and connect
with 50 miles of trail throughout Kalamazoo County.

Heading east out of Kalamazoo, an off-road route is
proposed paralleling M-96. It passes through River
Oaks County Park, tracing the shoreline of Morrow
Lake and portions of the Kalamazoo River before
returning to the highway. The route uses local streets
in the quaint towns of Galesburg and Augusta and
runs through Fort Custer Recreation Area before
joining with the Battle Creek Linear Park.
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A 5.3 mile off-road trail on Battle Creek's east side is
planned to connect the Ott Preserve to Historic
Bridge Park. From here, an interim route closes the
gap to the Falling Waters Trail utilizing various
existing trail segments. A long term vision for an off-
road trail has many property easement issues
needing resolution before progress is advanced.

In historic Marshall, the route makes use of the
Marshall Riverwalk along the Kalamazoo River. In
Albion, the route uses the Albion River Trail before
heading south, on-road, through downtown. Condit
Road conveys travel south along the Kalamazoo
River, a route shared by the North Country Scenic
Trail, toward Homer. Within the Village, the Homer
Bike Path provides passage along the Kalamazoo
River near the downtown district.
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Upon entering Concord, the route crosses the
former Airline Railroad R.O.W., which will eventually
bring the Falling Waters Trail to the Village's west
side. For now, the route follows village streets
through town to the Falling Waters trailhead.

Executive Summary

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance chose to undertake the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail project because it was “an
idea whose time had come". The last three decades in Michigan's trail movement have been about securing
Individual trails of all types: abandoned rail, ufility corridors, road rights of way, etc. Today, Michigan can extend 15
of these Irails east and west lo reach from one Great Lake to another, weaving in many communities and fourism
attractions along the way.

MTGA formed a 12-member steering committee, including officials from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, and the Michigan Department of Transportation, along with "Trail Ambassadors” representing the east,
central, and west sections of Route 1. The "Trail Ambassadors” studied and recommended route alternatives by
conducting field analysis and dialogue with city and township officials along with law enforcement, transportation
and health agencies. Proposed recommendations represent ‘the path of least resistance”. In many cases,
temporary routes are suggested, and more permanent off-road paths will be sought as funding, land use conditions
and opportunities present themselves. Route selection for the on-road alternatives in lhe gaps are based on many
factors including:

* Pre-existing nonmotorized facilities
Road fraffic volumes
Road traffic speeds
Road right-of-way width
Existing bridges (i.e. steepness, width and existing nonmotorized facllities)
Whether the road is already frequently used for bicycling

In looking at potential long-term off-road altematives, the "Trall Ambassadors” studied;

I * Property ownership - whether owners might be willing to accommodate a trail
| * The topography of the land - slope, wetness and suitability for a paved trail
1 ¥ Polential where a trail might enhance the property cwner's purpose for the land

To summarize Phase | of this project, the following benchmarks were reached:

1, The name, The Greal Lake-to-Lake Trails, and its logo have been created as well as a vision for)
4 other proposed cross-state routes that will connect from one Great Lake to another.

2. Awebsite and brochure mock-up with route features and destinations were developed to help
trail users with planning their itineraries.

. Al least 150 stakeholders were identified for the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail Route 1, who will all |
play an important rale in implementing the route, advocating and planning for its development, |
marketing it and connecting it to destinations in their areas.

. Each existing trail segment in the approximately 240-mile route has been inventoried asto | !
surface, endpaints, and current condition.

. Gaps in Route 1 were analyzed to determine potential on and off-road connections. An |
overview of proposed conneclions appear above.

. Recommendations have been identified for the next phase of this project.

Jackson County Trail Hub

Three named trail segments combine to create 15.7
miles of nearly continuous trail through Jackson
County. The Falling Waters Trail enters Jackson
from the southwest to become the Intercity Trail. It
transitions to the Grand River ArtsWalk following a
1/8 mile gap along the Grand River. The ArtsWalk
passes through Armory Arts Village and continues
north along the Grand River.

The gap from here to Lakelands Trail is filled by a
proposed route north and west of the State Prison,
partially using existing roadways and an incomplete
segment of the Lakelands Trail State Park.
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Livingston County Gap Analysis

Running alongside the expansive Pinckney and Waterloo State Recreation Areas, the Lakelands
Trail State Park offers approximately 20 miles of former rail corridor for nonmotorized recreation.
lts 16’ width accommodates equestrian users along with biking and hiking.

A proposed interim route on 9 Mile Road closes the gap between the Lakelands Trail State Park
and the Huron Valley Trail, which continues east for over 10 miles through South Lyon, Lyon
Township and Wixom. The former Airline Rail R.O.W offers opportunity for an off-road route to fill

the gap, although many private properties now occupying the R.O.W. would need to be acquired.
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A proposed on-road route to the
north provides access to
Kensington Metropark, Island
State Recreation Area and other
high quality parklands. This side
diversion could easily reconnect
to the Huron Valley Trail's north
spur to rejoin the Great Lake-to-
Lake Trail route near |-96.
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With funding from the Kresge Foundation, progress on this project is credited to the work of
the following entities and individuals:

The Great Lake-to-Lake Trail Steering Committee:

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Michigan Department of Transportation

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance

MTGA Trail Ambassadors: Robert Gregersen, Todd Scott, and Scott TenBrink

Elected and Appointed Officials from Local Jurisdictions  Elected and Appointed Officials and Trail Advocates
and “Friends Groups" Representing the Following Trails:  from Counties, Townships and Villages in the “Gaps”™:

Kal-Haven Trall State Park Calhoun County:
Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway Cities and Villages: Battle Creek, Marshall, Albion, Homer
Battle Creek Linear Park Townships: Albion, Emmett, Marengo, Marshall, Sheridan
Marshall Riverwalk Jackson County:
Albion River Trail Cities and Villages: Concord, Jackson, Munith
Homer Bike Path Townships: Blackman, Concord, Henrietta
Falling Waters Trail Ingham County:
Jackson Intercity Bike Trail Cities and Villages: Stockbridge
Grand River ArtsWalk Townships: Stockbridge
Lakelands Trail State Park Livingston County:
Huron Valley Trail Cities and Villages: Hamburg
West Bloomfield Trail Townships: Green Oak, Unadilla, Putnam
Clinton River Trail Oakland County:
Macomb Orchard Trail Cities and Villages: Wixom, Walled Lake, Pontiac
Bridge to Bay Trail Townships: Lyon, Commerce
St. Clair County:
Cities and Villages: Port Huron
Townships: Casco, Columbus, St. Clair
Washtenaw County:
Townships:

Michigan
Trails &
B Greenways
s Alliance
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The West Bloomfield, Clinton River and Macomb
Orchard Trails represent over 40 miles of Great
Lake-to-Lake Trail already in place. When
combined with ancillary ftrails, this “trail hub”
connects with many regional attractions including the
West Bloomfield Woods Nature Preserve, Rochester
Hills Environmental Education Center, Bloomer Park,
Stonycreek Metro Park and shopping, nightlife and
cultural amenities in Pontiac, historic Rochester and
Rochester Hills, Gaps in downtown Pontiac and
north of Walled Lake are imperative segments to
complete.

A proposed off-road route uses the former Airline Wes! Bloomfield Trail Overlook
Rail corridor to close the gap between the Huron
Valley and West Bloomfield Trails and connect to the
M-5 and 1-275 Metro Trails. These lead to an
extensive southeast Michigan greenway network. A
proposed route crossing M-59 will eventually replace
the temporary route currently used in Pontiac.
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A variety of options are presented to connect the
gap between the Macomb Orchard Trail and the
Bridge to Bay Trail. A proposed off-road route
passes through Columbus County Park and follows
existing power lines southeast to make the
connection, but because of property easement
issues, two interim alternatives are under
consideration.

One route follows Fred W. Moore Hwy. on-road to

King Road. The other option follows Gratiot Avenue

from Richmond northeast, through a popular
commercial district, to the Bridge to Bay Tralil.

Bridge to Bay Trail along the St. Clair River,

on River Road in Marysville
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"By linking open spaces,
we can achieve a whole
that is better than the sum of the parts.”

William Whyte, "The Last Landscape”
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