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Trail Programming: The Next Golden
Opportunity for Michigan’s Trail System

By Michael Eberlein, MTGA Board Member

If you've been a MTGA newsletter reader
for a while—even for only the last two or three
editions—you can't help but be impressed with
what has become commonplace news: another
round of funding for trails in amounts and
from sources not even imagined even 5 vears
ago, another batch of trail segments completed
and opened in every region of the state, another
major new partner orgamization recogmizing
how trails can help their organization achieve
its own mussion. Michigan’s trail system
has reached a stage where MTGA members
and newsletter readers can become almost
complacent. Our dreams of an interconnected
statewide system of nonmotorized trails and
our efforts over the last several decades have
created a juggernaut that seems now to expand
all by itself. More trails are on the ground,
under construction, funded, or planned than
ever; and that's saying something since for a
state already a national leader in miles of trail
in development and operation.

Of course, because we're trail supporters,
the mere presence of a trail segment is reason
enough to be excited and motivation enough
for us to become one of its regular vsers. We
are like Edmond Hillary, when asked why
he wants to climb Mt Ewverest, he answers,
“Because it's there!” We are aware of all of the
benefits of trail use to us personally, and getting
on the trail becomes a part of our life routine.
But what about people who are not aware of
trails, who haven't experienced trail use, and
who (and this is most people, these days)
feel like they have NO uncommitied time in
which to try something new, to add yet another
activity to an already busy schedule?

Put more directly for we MTGA supporters,
that question becomes, “How do we share the
trail experience with those who have not yet had
the experience? How do we motivate people
who may already be aware of trails and their
benefits, but simply haven't fit a trail visit into
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Trail programs can cover the gamut of visitor experi-
ences, such as this parade on an urban greenway.

their schedule? This, in spite of long standing
trail promotion through the usual means.

Well, the emerging answer to these
questions is trail programming Numbers of
trail organizations in Michigan are thinking
creatively about how their trail can be used for
programs which span an array of comnmnity
interests beyond simply walking and biking.
They are engaging new partner organizations
and hosting events on the trail geared to their
partners’ goals and programs. In this way they
motivate new trail users by appealing fo the
interests to which they already devote time.

The Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway
(ERVT), operated by the Kalamazoo County
Parles Department, has developed a steadily
expanding array of programs on the newly
opened trail sepment connecting the KalHaven
trail to downtown Kalamazoo. Offerings listed
in EENT's Summer 2009 Program brochure
inclnded Father-Daughter Walkk Together
Day, Local History Walks, Tales on the Trail
for children agpes 3-5 with their families,
Interpretive Nature Walks, Mutt Strutters—a
dog walking group hosted by certified trainers
from PetSmart, Self-Guided Scavenger Hunts,
a Running Club, a Walking Club, and Nordic
Walking Clinics hosted by a local sporting
goods store. For fall many of these programs
are continued, but in addition there’s a Fall
Colors Walk, Senior Golf Cart Fall Color Tour,
and an Outdoor Photography session clinic.

See Golden Opportunity - Inside






