Michigan’s Recreation Passport: 
A good deal for you that means a great deal to the outdoors!

Attention: outdoor lovers, trail enthusiasts, advocates of Michigan’s natural spaces, and anyone who appreciates the beauty of a bargain – mark your calendars for October 1, 2010! That’s the day the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE) begins offering Michigan’s Recreation Passport, which becomes your ticket into 98l state parks and recreation areas and over 1,000 boat launches.  

In addition, the $10 Passport will help maintain and enhance 133 state forest campgrounds, almost 1,000 miles of riding, hiking, and skiing trails, and historic and cultural sites within state parks.  Even local parks will receive a portion of the funding through a new grant process. (The grant process for local grants is currently under development by the DNRE with input from local park and recreation groups.)
To get a Recreation Passport, simply check “YES” on your license plate renewal form to add $10 for automobiles or $5 for motorcycles.  After October 1st and until your license renewal date, you will be admitted to the parks and boat launches free of charge.   Instead of the $24 annual or $6 daily window sticker you’re used to receiving when entering a state park or boat launch, your renewed license plate tab and registration will indicate your Recreation Passport. At just $10, the Recreation Passport reflects a 58-percent discount off the current annual state park and boat launch rate – a value that DNRE officials believe will attract new visitors to see what Michigan’s great outdoors has to offer.

A great deal gets better

Most Michigan residents will see the Recreation Passport as a great deal to maintain outdoor recreation in our state, but the DNRE wanted to make a great deal even better. 
The department is creating one of the state’s biggest discount programs – called “Passport Perks.” Under this program, a growing list of businesses throughout Michigan will offer discounts to everyone who purchases the Recreation Passport through the Secretary of State. Any business that wishes to be part of the Passport Perks program should visit www.Michigan.gov/recreationpassport and click on the “Passport Perks” link.

Where will the money be used?

The DNRE has identified approximately $340 million in infrastructure needs and repairs in state parks. Since state parks receive no General Fund tax dollars, the money generated by the Recreation Passport will prevent drastic cuts to park programs and allow necessary repairs. A percentage of the money will also allow for maintenance and improvements at state forest campgrounds and non-motorized trails.  “This is the first time that the state has instituted a comprehensive way to sustain all of our recreational areas, and it will ultimately secure our reputation in the country for offering high quality natural resource based experiences and to create and maintain new links between them via our trail system,” said Nancy Krupiarz, Executive Director, Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance.
According to Ron Olson, MDNRE Recreation Division Chief, “If 50 percent of vehicle owners purchase a Recreation Passport each year, we will have enough to adequately fund park operations and start making some of the necessary repairs. We’d also put $2.3 million into the local park grant program and provide more than $600,000 to historic and cultural sites inside state parks.”


To find out more about Michigan’s Recreation Passport visit www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport .
