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Joining Forces for Complete Streets

By Nancy Erupiarz, MTGA

The Complete Strests package, House Bills 6151 and House Bill 6152, ranked at the
top of the list for participants to discuss with legislators at the Luemda Means Bicyele
Advocacy Day held on May 26, 2010. This legislation would require the state and local
transportation planning agencies to adopt complate streets policies. We are thrilled to say
that the package officially passed the Hounse on June 29, 2010

Complete streets are roadways that are
planned, designed, and constructed to
accommedate safe access for all users.
Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, transit
riders, and people with disabilities of
all ages and abalities are able to safely
move along and across complete streats.
Accommodation of these uses may
include the development of sidewalks,
crosswalks, bike lanes, or side paths,
but the particular design is comtext-
sensitive, depending on whether the .
sefting is urban, suburban, or rural. Pheto by wurwpeiibeimger.org’ Bevm Fast

Actually, complete streets is more about the plannmg process than it i1s about a sat
prescription for sidewalks and bike lanes. It is about practicing coordmated, thorough,
and timely planning and design amongst all stakeholders at the state, county, and local
levels. It inveolves locking beyond the site lavel to existing and planned destinations for
all legal users of the roadway.

There are many reasons and benefits to having a complete streets policy at both the state
and local levels. First and foremost, one-third of Michiganders do not drive, including a
significant percentage of citizens 65 or older, children under 16, many low-income families
and these with disabilittes. In addition, the economic reasons for supporfing complate
streets are many. Studies have shown that property values in a walkable commumity can
increase from $10 to $40 per square foot to $30 to $100 per square foot, and home buyers
will pay up to 20% more for property within such a location. Businesses report a 30%
reduction m health care costs when they provide opportunities for employees to walk and
bike during the workday. A Michigan survey of citizens aged 18-35 done several years
ago indicated that “safs streets” and “walkable streets” were in the top attnbutes when
considering a place to Iive and work. It has been shown that complete streets help increase
retail zales as citizens are attracted to these inviting places to shop. Wtalkable communities
provide a sense of place by connecting and allowing easy access to a community’s points
of pride, such as parks, farmer’s markets, shops, schools, libraries, and other public places.
And finally, since more than 50% of all trips are 3 miles or less, it makes sense to promote
actrve transportation choices that can improve our health, eass traffic congestion, and spur
sconomic revitalization.




Developments in the Northern Lower Peninsula

By Jim Conboy, Top af Michigan Trails Council (TOMTC)

Trail developments in the northern Lower Peninsula of
Michizan continue to make significant prograss. Much of the
effort 1z spearheaded by the Top of Michigan Trails Council
(TOMTC). The TOMTC was begun in 1995 by a group of
dedicated trail enthusiasts includmg Horace “Huffy™ Huffiman
of the Huffy (Bike) Corporation who summerad in Harbor
Springs. TOMTC advecates for trail development in the sight
counties of the northerm Lower Peninsula that comprise the
“Top of the Mitt”, Emmet, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Otesego,
Prezque Isle, Montmerency, Alpenz and Anttim. TOMTC s
efforts are led by ifs execufive dowector Joff Wimegard from the
crganization’s offices m Petoskev. TOMTC s website gzives
up to the minute information on frails n the northern Lower
Peninsula, see http:/"wanw trailseouncil.org/.

TOMTC woiks closaly with local trzil commitiess to promote
tra:l development. The earliest example of thiz partmership
approach is TOMTC work with the Wheelway Committee that
promoted the Litfle Traverss Wheebway that now extends 23
miles between Harbor Springs and Charlevoix. TOMTC tock
the lead in working with the Department of Natural Fesources
and Environment (DNEE) to promote and fundraise for the 62
mile North Central State Trail that runs nerth from Gaylerd
to Mackinaw City. TOMTC iz now the umbrella organization
for the Friends of the Morth Central State Trail (NCST). The
Friends have an agreement with the DNEE to aszist with
maintenzance of the trail, much the same as an adopt a highway
program. 2010 will be the third season for the North Central
State Trail and its vear round use continues to grow with
each naw wear. This year will see the addition of a wailhead
in Chebovgan which will include restrooms, parking and
lighting 1 an attractive landscape setting which will not only
enhancs the trail but also the residsnfial neighborhoods that
border the frail. Mackinaw City's frailhead will be enhanced
as well this summer, again improving not only the trail but
also the commmunity.

Currently TOMTC is working clesely with the Burt Lake
Trail Committee which is comprsed of individuals living
in Burt and Mullett Townships in Chebovgan County whose
goal is a trail around the north end of Burt Lake which will
eventually link with the North Central State Trail and the yet
to be daveloped rail comidor mmming south from Mackinaw
City to Petoskey.

Mot enlv 15 TOMTC fortunate to have a full time sxecutive
director, in addition Emily Meyerson i the organization’s
trail coordinator and her position is funded by the DNEE. M.
Meyerson’s position has proven to be mnvaluable in the very
positive relationship between the TOMTC and the DINEE.

In addition to the Burt Lake Trail, TOMTC has advocated for
the smfacing of the comidor between Chebovgan to Alpena.
This 70 nmule link will join the NCST in Cheboyzan permitting
riders from Alpena to nide all the way to Gavlord or Mackinaw
City entirely on a erushed stone rail frail. Thas trail is expected
to be finished in 2011, Once fimshed, this trail combined with
the NCST, will be the longest contizuous trail in the state.

Efforts to develop frails in northem Michizan have also been
successful in Rogers City with the paving of the 6.5 muiles
Huron Sunrize Trail and in Alpena with its 15 mile Alpena Bi-
Path.

In addition to TOMTC's efforts the Mertheast Michigan
Council of Governments, with its offices in Gaylerd, developed
in 2009 the Northeast Michigan Fegional Non-Motorized

FPhato by Charbie Macifans TOMTC
Transportation Plan for the counties in the eastemn part of the
northern Lower Penmsula. The plan 15 2 great road map for
future development, it can be located at httpr/wwrw nemecog.

org

The signmificance of trail development cannot be overstated mn
terms of the economic importance to this area of Michigan.
Tourism is the area’s lifeblood and every means possible mnst
be pursued to provide tourists with reasons to be here m zll
four seaseons; trails fit the need This 15 recognized by loecal
residents, governments and businesses that have generously
given to many of the matching fund programs necessary to get
local and state trail development dellars. Certainly 2]l the other
reasons for trail development are as important in this area of
the state as anvwhere else: quality of life, health bensfits, and
property values.

In conclusion, as with much of the state, trail promotion and
development in the northem Lower Peninsula 15 in full swing.



2010 Trail Construction Update
By Nancy Erupiarz, MTGA

The pezk of the trail use season is alse, irenically, the peak
of the oail construction season. We are happy to report the
following trail developments happening now and through the
coming summer and fall months:

Southeast Michigan
1-275 Pathway (Wavne. Oakland Countiss): Eehabilitation

from Meadowbrook Fd. to Hannan Ed. Alsc, one mile of a

northward trail extension will happen along M-5 between 13
and 14 bila.

Clinten Biver Trail {Oakland): The bridge over Telegraph Foad
will be installed allowing smooth passage over this muli-lans
highwav. In addition, the downtown Pontiac routing for the
trazl has just been completed.

Macomb Ogchard Trail (hMacomb): New crushed limestons
surface on the 7 miles between Armada Township and the City

of Richmend, and the Worth Branch Clhinton River Bridge will
be reconstructad.

T0Mile Loop MMacemb): Anapproximataly 3 mile frail segment
between Utica and Hammison Township will be constructed.

WBadhams to Avoca Trail (51, Clairi: ' mile paved sxfenzion
just west of Wadhams Ed.

Photo by Rowe Inc.
Detroit Greenways (Wayne):

Comner Creek Greenwavy: an on-road route aleng 5t Jean from
Mack to Jeffarson and along Clanrpoints from Jefferson to the
Forver.

Midtown Loop Phasze 1- A 1 mile gresnway segment between
Eirby and John B in the cultural district of Detroat

Southwest Detroit Gresnwav: An on-road route along West
Vernor from Waterman to Lansing 5t.

Detroit International Fiverfront (Riverwalk): An on-read
connector along Atwater from Eivard to Orleans

Belle Isle — Fepainting of bike lanes

along the Fouge Fiver from Hazgerty to Sheldon with a trail
accass parking lot at Morton Tavler Bd. nerth off Michigan
Ava, Alse currently under construction is the 2 mule stretch
from Sheldon to Canton Center Bd.

: A Y mils
spur frail in Reckwood off of Old Fort 5t. aleng the Huren
Eiver comnecting to the Monroe County border

Downnver Limked Greenways Imtiative (Wayme): Gibraltar
to City of Trenton — The trail mms 2 % milss along the outsids
of the Intermational Wildhifs Fefuze aleng Wast Jeffersen
Ave, and provides access to the 2 mile mterior hiking path
withm the refuge area.

Sterling State Park Connector (Monros): This 5 mile racently
completed connector path muns from the comer of Elm 5t and
Deatroit 5t. mn Monroe to Starling State Park with its network
of bike paths.

Southern Michigan
Grand river Arts Walk (JTackson): 1.3 mules from comer of

Meachanic 5t. and Lowis Glick Haighway through Armoery
Arts Complex, bridze t Lyeons Park and ending at Monroe 5t

East Michigan

Flint Fover Trail-Eattering Extension (Gensses):
from the bridge at Water 5t. to Bellinger Highway.

Downrniver Linked Gresnwavs Initiative (Wavns

2.5 nules

rand Blane Twp. Pathway (Geneseel: I mules from
Bicentenmizl Park to Hill Ed. at Grand Pt. Blvd., east of the
1-475 mterchanges.

Southern [mks Trailwav (LapeerTuscola):
complete, 5 miles from Otter Lake to Millington.

Phaze II 1=

Pere Marguette Trail (Clare): A 6 mile extension from
the east edge of the City of Clare into downtown was
recently completed. Also another 7 miles of the trail will
be paved from west of Farwell to Mystic Lake YMCA
Camp.

West Michigan

; Thiz 3.1 mile from
Millenmom Park (Maynard & Butterworth) will connect to
Walker's Crty Central Park, and the City Complex.

White Pine Trail (Eent): The bridze between Eockford and
Belment was repaired and the trail is now open. Also the trail
will be paved 15 miles south from Cadillac this year

Northern Michigan

Morth Central State Trail (Chebovean): Trailhead construction
in Chebovgan 15 in progress with restrooms, parking, lighting
and enhanced landscaping and a new trailhead m Mackinaw
City with paving of the trail within Mackinaw City limits.
Upper Peninsula

Iren Ore Haritage Trail (Marqueitel: 2 5 miles connecting the

Lower Fouge Fiver Fecrestion Trail-Canton Township
Wavne): Final completion of the 3 miles including 4 bridges Z2p m the trail between Lhﬂeﬁiﬁﬁ and NeEaunee




Joining Forces for Complete Streets continued from page 1

Complete streets policies are under consideration throughout the country at
national, state, and local levels. Mationally, 5. 584 and HE 1443 would create
a federzl complete streets policy. Senator Carl Levin and Congressman Mark
Schauer are current cospenscrs of thess bills. Lansing, Michizan is one
Michizan community that has adopted a complate streets local crdinance.
The Michizan Department of Commmity Health is workmg with seven
meore communtties, Detroit, Marquette, Saline, Jacksen, Flint, East Lansing,
and Heughton to buld awareness about the concept which could result in
additional “completa streets” pelicies. (MTGA is invelved locally with the
Detroit “complete streets” effort dus to the potential this would have to
implement the Detroit Greenwavs Cealition’s vision for an mterconnected
graenwavs system in the citv.)

Inclusion of complete streets as part of a wail network 15 impertant to the
completion of nommoterized mfrastructure for a commumity. Sidewalk
connections, transit stops, and on-road bicyele facilities zll contribute to the
contimmity of nonmetorized trips that may nelude a trail at any point along
the route. With a “completa” natwork, nonmotenzed tips can convenlently
begin and end at any pomnt in the system, which means more people will tzke
advantage of 2 nonmoterizad option.

From a trail advocacy point of view, the frails are the mam spine, “gems”
of the system, and the complete streets connections such as sidewalks, bike
lanes, wide paved shoulders, fransit stops, ete. help to expand the nsefulness
and length of these cornidors. It 1s another way to maximize the full benafit of
the mvestment that has been made in more than 1,700 miles of trail comiders
throughout Michigan.

Looking for a Few Good Board Members
Namcy Krupiars, WTGA

If vou would like to help us realize our mission of developing a statewide,
interconnected system of frails m Michizan, and vou have some leadership
experience, we vite vou to consider becoming a member of the Michizan
Trails and Greenways Alliance Board of Directors. We cwrently have six
positions open on our 21-member board for election in Cetober, 2010, Board
members attend 5 board meetings 2 year, plus an annual retreat and several
meetings related to a committee of vour choice. The meefings are usually
held at the MTGA office in Lansing, Michigan, with a few sometimes held
in other parts of the state.

We are locking for individuzls that have some nonprofit organizational
experience or a multi-use trails backzround or have specialized experience
in public relations, fundraising, or organizational development. If you are
interested, please complate a board application questionnarre, 2 downloadakle
form from our website: www michizantrails.org under the “About MTGA”
tab and send with your “head and shoulders” phote. Each candidate for
election will appear in cur Septamber newsletter.

Complete Streets Testimony

Phots by Jokn Lindemmayer

Individual

Anvmal - 315 - 3 Year: §35
Family

Anmual - $20 - 3 Year: §45
Orzanization

Anmual: 550 - 3 Year: $125
Lifetime 3300
Memberzhip Total
Dionation
Grand Total (U. 5. Dollars)

Check Payable ro: MTGA or
Mastercard, Visa, or Discover
Card Number:

Exp. Date:

Name on Card

Sigrature

Billing Address

Ciry. Srate Zip
Daytime Phone Evening Fhone
Email Address

Mail to : MTGA, PO Box 27187,
Lansing MI 48509




Trailblazing in Michigan

Lucinda Means Bicycle Advocacy Day 2010
By Nanmcy Krupigrz, MTGA

May 26, 2010 marked the first fime Michigan Trails and
Greenways Alhance jomed with The League of Michizan
Bicyclists and the Michigan Mountain Biking Association
for the Lucimda Means Bieyele Advecacy Day to educats
legislators about pertment legislation affecting bicyeling, and
nonmotorized transportation in general.

Two bills in particular, House Bills 6151 (introduced by Eep.

Phato by Nancy Erupiars

Jon Switalski) and 6152 (mtroduced by Eep. Pam Byrnes),
known as the “Complete Streets” package, took center stags
as the 80 or so parficipants from the 3 organizations fanned out
to meet with their own legislators and those holding important
posts on selected committees (see complete streets article for
an explanation on these bills). The face-to-face visits wers
preceded the week before by hundreds of letters and e-mails
from constiuents indicating the nesed for complete streets
legislation, so the events of the day served to add impetus to
the passage of the bills in the House Transportation Committes
and subsequently, passage in the House of Representatives.

Several other bills also recerved some attention on legislative
day, and participants delivered background shests on the
following 15sues:

Valnerable User legizlation:

Support Senate Bills 529 and 530 (introduced by Senator Tom
George) and House Bills 4958 (Rep. Marty Knollenberg) and
4959 (Rep. Gabe Laland) — Enact the same penalties for any
traffic violator who commits a moving vielation that injures
or kills a bicyelist as for mpuing or killmg a farm-wvehicls
operator.

Expansion of ATV Use on Public Lands:

Oppose House Bill 4411 (Rep. Joel Sheltrown) — Lift the
ban on the restrictions for use of ATV's on public lands,
mmchadmg all state trails, for those 60 vears of age or older and
by those with disabilities. These bills open environmentally-
sensifive lands to potential damage and pose a safety nisk for
nonmotorized users on multi-use trails.

Bicvele Safety in Drivers Ed:

Support Senate Bill 531 (Senator Tom George) and House
Bill 4960 (Rep. Gabe Laland) — Require Michizan drivers
education to mclode  classroom
mmstruction on the laws pertaining to
bicycles and emphasize awareness of
the operation of bicyeles on the strests,
roads, and highways of Michigan.

| County Bicycle Trails Fund Act:
Oppose House Bill 5568 (Fep. Fred
Miller) — Aunthorize the establishment
of a county bicyele trails fimd by
county boards of commissioners to
be funded through a county bicycle
sticker (not to exceed $30) to provide
revenue for the fund. Instead of raising
local dollars for trails, this bill has the
potential for the opposite effect, that
of stifling county progress on trails.
Trails are used by many more users
than bicyelists and should be funded
on the basis that the slectorate determines they are for the
public good, not based on whether there 15 enough money
from bicyele sticker revenne.

Participants at the legislative day alse tock the opportunity
to extend their thanks to legislators for the passage of the
recreation passport bill providng a new way of funding
Michigan state parks and state frails. In addition, participants
expressed graftitude for the passage of the ban on cell phone
texting while driving.

el My
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Overall, mnety legislators
were wvisited, and all
legizlatorsreceived materials
about bicycling and trails.
Plans are already underway
for an even bigger and better
event in 2011 now that the
advocacy orgamizations are
a united force for legislative
advocacy!
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Time to Push from the Bottom-UP

MNancy Emupiarz, MTGA

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance was recently thnlled
to be one of 14 recipients of a DALMAC Fund grant. The
DAILMAC Fund 15 suppeorted by procesds from the annual Dick
Allen Lansing te Mackinaw bicyele tour and 15 admmisterad
by the Tn-County Bicyele Association of Lansing, Michigan.
The $tt17,600 grant will be used for an cutreach and advocacy
campaign entitled “Taking it to the Streets” to meobihize cifizen
groups all across Michizan for nonmotorized transportation.

Commmunities across the state have been tramed m many
different forums on the best practices for nonmotonized
facility design and mmplementation. Thev are even aware of
what funding sources can be used to develop these facilities.
However, unless citizens let their commumty officials know
that nonmotonized facilities are a prionty with them, these
connections may never happen. It takes a persistent push from
the bottom-up and a strategy to make changes in policy and on
the ground.

MTGA will work with a steering committes of other statewide
partners to convene selected champions from across the state
who will come to Lansing to be trammed in nonmotorized

Trailblazing 1n Michigan

advocacy and share their stories of suceess and challenge with
each other. These champions will then engage others by satting
up customized traiming in their own regions. A team from the
statewide steermg committee will then travel to each region
and provide the latest expertize, includng a bikefwalk aundit
to give participants some hands-on fapmlianty and to illastrate
potential improvements that could be made.

The state experts, grassroots champions, and regional advocates
across the state will make up a “learning network™ that wall
contioue to leam via an online website and discussion forum
where users can weigh in with their current challenges and
get potential sclutions. The website will be a “one-stop shop™
with links to existing online toolkits, such as MTGA’s traillway
toolkit, LMB's Complete Streets website, and any other helpful
elactrome resources.

An old African proverb states, “If you want to go far, go
together”™ This project will enable our statewide advocacy
organizations to work together, mixing in-depth knowledze and
experience, and continuwing to shape advocacy efforts to pursue
a walk and bike friendly state.
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