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Detroit Will Be A Bike-Friendly City!

By Todd Scott, Detroit Greenways Coordinator

As was mentioned in the Spring 2008
newsletter, I am now working for MTGA as
the Detroit Greenways Coordinator. I am
excited to report we're making some big
strides in supporting greenway development
throughout the City of Detroat.

Some of the recent highlights include
researching lower cost trail liability
insurance and fostering partnerships with
other non-profits for trail maintenance
and beauntification services, including the
Greening of Detroit, City Year, and the
Student Conservation Association.

We've also set our sights on a significant
goal: defining a connected greenway
network, determining its development costs,
and creating a map/brochure to promote
the system as a whole. We will use this
information to pursue significant funding
sources to make it happen.

This greenway network will be built
around the major trails that already exist
or are in the works and proposed on-road

nonmotorized connections (bike lanes or
shared designated bicyele routes). Proposed
connections to other trail efforts outside of
the eity boundaries will also be included as
part of the Detroit greenways vision.

A related MTGA effort was to formalize
through the Detroit City Couneil the
adoption of the Detroit non-motorized plan
which was completed several years ago by
Giffels-Webster Engineers in cooperation
with the City's Traffic Engineering
Department. While the plan calls for nearly
400 miles of bike lanes, many will serve
as primary connectors between Detroit’s
greenways, and can easily be accomplished
through a road diet, incorporating facilities
into places where there is already extensive
road right of way. We are delighted to
announce that not only did the Detroit
non-motorized master plan receive formal
approval on September 15, 2008 but a second
resolution called for the new mayor and

See Bike-Friendly Detroit

Bicyclists get ready for the 2008 Tour de Troit







