Lucinda Means Bicycle Advocacy Day
On May 24, 2017, Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance, League of Michigan Bicyclists, People to Educate All Cyclists,
Michigan Mountain Biking Assocaition, and concerned citizens converge at the State Capitol to inform legislators of
the need for new safety measures to protect Michigan’s bicyclists. Whether riding on the road or riding on a road to
get to a trail, tragic incidents can be prevented and most would agree that changes are in order when it comes to
interactions between bicyclists and motorists. This year’s agenda focuses on the following:
Bicyclist Safety on Michigan Roads
• Gaining support from lawmakers for SB 0123 and HB 4185, which will establish a state-wide standard of five feet
for safely passing a bicyclist on the roadway.

•

Gaining support for SB 0124 and HB 4198, which will require a minimum of one hour of instruction specifically
pertaining to vulnerable roadway users (including bicyclists) as part of drivers education training. Updates to the
drivers education curriculum to include more awareness of roadway users, especially bicycles, will be pursued.

Bicycle Tourism
To enable the growth of bicycle tourism by adding a definition for electric bicycles that differentiates them from
mopeds (as they are currently classified in state law) and clarifying where they may be used with regards to roads
and trails. This will allow residents and visitors using this new technology to be informed about where they are
permitted, and will include regulations for their safe usage.

•

•
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Another Busy Year for Trail Development
An Alternative Transportation Network in West Michigan
Lucinda Means Bicycle Advocacy Day
Michigan’s Classic Cycling Vacation

To make Michigan more bike friendly, we will support HB 5717 which clarifies the definition of an obstructed
license plate to ensure a bicycle rack or hitch-mounted device is not grounds for a traffic stop. This would curtail
the number of incidents that have occurred to unsuspecting travelers who come to experience their love of cycling
in Michigan.
How can you help? Get in touch with your legislator to express your views. Contact information for all
legislators can be found at www.michiganlegislature.org.

...continued from page 3
West Michigan
• Fred Meijer Berry Junction Trail – The final 4.6 mile segment will be finished this year.
• Grand River Explorer’s Trail (formerly known as the Grand River Greenway) – Phase 1 of this project will be 3.9 miles
connecting Connor Bayou to Riverside Park/Bass River Recreation Area in Ottawa County. This segment will also
connect to the M-231 Bridge over the Grand River to the Spoonville Trail.
• The Kent County portion of the Paul Henry Thornapple Trail will be extended 2.34 miles from Caledonia south to 108th
Avenue (Kent County line)
• **Kalamazoo River Valley Trail – a .8 mile segment, including a sidewalk and dedicated bike lane, will smooth the
trail’s connection in downtown Kalamazoo.
• Blue Star Trail – The 1.01 mile segment of the trail in Saugatuck from North St. to Maple St. will be built this year.
Southeast Michigan
• *Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative – The system will connect the segments of the path through the City of
Trenton and through Elizabeth Park this year.
• *Orion Township – A portion of the connector trail along Clarkston Rd. between the Paint Creek Trail and the Polly Ann
Trail will be completed.
• Independence Township – A sidepath along Sashabaw Rd. from the main entrance of Independence Oaks County
Park to the northern entrance, a distance of 1.6 miles will be built.
• Novi – The portion of the ITC Corridor Trail within Community Sports Park will be developed.
• *Shelby Township – Connect Macomb Orchard Trail to Gene Shepard Park along Dequindre Rd. and the segment
inside Riverbends Park connecting Gene Shepard Park to 22 Mile Rd.
Enjoy all these brand new trails helping to knit Michigan’s grand trail system into a seamless network for today’s trail users
and generations to come.

Michigan’s Classic Cycling Vacation
Mary McGuire Slevin, Assistant Director

Pristine Scenery and Spectacular Riding
Northwest Michigan is home to excellent trails and towns to be explored on the 26th Annual Michigander Bicycle Tour from
July 15-22 as we ride the routes through Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Grand Traverse, Benzie, Antrim and
Leelanau Counties. This region of Michigan is known for hospitality, sandy beaches, crystal clear lakes, winding rivers and the
expansive Lake Michigan shoreline dotted with shipwrecks and magnificent lighthouses. Because of the rich landscape, this
region has a bountiful agricultural heritage with sweet cherries being the most prized specialty crop. Charming farm stands
dot the rolling terrain, vineyards and orchards, which are representative of the robust small-scale agriculture movement in the
region. Heritage livestock, artisanal growers and local chefs have created hot culinary scene and a wealth of award-winning
wineries and craft breweries.
During the 2-Day Weekend, cyclists will experience the Leelanau Trail,
Tart in Town, Tart to Vasa, Boardman Lake Trail and USBR35. For the
6-Day Ride, cyclists will traverse trails and backroads featuring the
Betsie Valley Trail, Sleeping Bear Heritage Trail, Leelanau Trail, Tart in
Town, M-22, USBR 35 and jaunts across the Leelanau Peninsula from
Leland to Cat Head Bay and Northport, as well as Suttons Bay, Old
Mission Peninsula, Williamsburg, Whitewater Township, Elk Rapids,
Lake Ann and Benzonia. And those on the 8-Day Tour will experience
it all. Registration is open through June 30.
More: www.michigander.bike
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Michigan Trails Names New Executive Director
Bob Wilson has been named Executive Director of
Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance. Mr. Wilson
brings more than 30-years of experience in natural
resources policy, environmental law and
environmental policy and has a record of
leadership in Michigan’s Trails development. He
has served on the Michigan Trailways Council, the
Ingham County Parks Board and has been a
natural resources governance fellow at Michigan
State University. Most recently, he was Senior
Policy Advisor for the Michigan Senate Majority
Policy Office where he worked to develop
recommendations for natural resources policy for
the Senate Republican Caucus for the past 28
years. He remains a professor of Environmental
Law and Environmental Policy at Western Michigan
University and will continue as a professor of
Environmental Law, Environmental Policy and
Michigan Government at Michigan State
University.
“We are thrilled to have Bob Wilson as our executive director” said board chair
Diane Bancroft. “Bob has been at the helm of trails development in Michigan for
decades. His continued work to encourage trail groups and city officials to work
toward a standard of trail development, will help ensure the public of a quality trail
experience and ensure the continued growth of Michigan’s trails.” She adds “He
has the passion, knowledge, experience and foundation to take this position, and
his enthusiasm for trails is contagious.”
Bob holds both a BA in American History, an MBA in Business Administration and
Human Resources Management from Michigan State University, and received his
JD at Thomas M. Cooley Law School.
“As a professor of Environmental Law and Policy at both MSU and WMU I am a “trail
educator” through both my policy and law classes as I teach a land use module
about the value of trails as a key method of enhancing the quality of life and
preserving the natural features of a community,” Wilson said. “I strongly believe in
the importance of trails as a way for individuals to connect to a sense of place both
from a natural resources and historical/cultural perspectives.”
“On behalf of the Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance Board of Directors, we
welcome Bob to this position and extend our best wishes to Nancy Krupiarz on her
retirement,” says Bancroft. She continues, “Her thoughtful leadership, expertise and
unconditional dedication leaves us with a legacy of achievements.”
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Another Busy Year for Trail Development

Michigan Trails: A Multifaceted Mission
Bob Wilson, Executive Director

We are pleased to bring you a 2017 rundown of new trails
springing up across Michigan. The Iron Belle Trail, Governor
Snyder’s initiative from Belle Isle State Park to Ironwood in the
Upper Peninsula is really happening with the implementation
of nine projects this year. The Great Lake to Lake Trail from
South Haven to Port Huron will also see a couple new segments
realized. Grand plans and implementation continue, reinforcing
Michigan as the #1 Trail State.

~David Burwell, Oct. 22, 1999

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance is an organization of people that believes deeply in the philosophy embraced
in David Burwell’s remarks to the Greenways conference in Milan, Italy almost twenty years ago. The mission relies on
the support of trails and greenways in order to help “people build, connect, and promote these trails for a healthier
and more prosperous Michigan.” It is the essence of this multifaceted mission that makes the successes and the
opportunities for Michigan Trails so exciting and rewarding.
I am proud to have been offered the opportunity to assume the position of leadership that has been so well-charted
by Nancy Krupiarz and the Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance Board of Directors. The miles of trail built, the
work done in promoting local and state trails, developing new alliances with volunteer groups and securing and
maintaining statewide support for the nation’s largest trail system is a testimony to her work and a board committed
to the ideals of building a holistic, expansive trail network.
This network of trails and greenways helps us all to maintain the public trust in providing access to natural resources,
history, and recreational opportunities for future generations. The doctrine of public trust is firmly rooted in the
principles of conserving natural resources for the purpose of sustainable access to these resources. Michigan Trails
builds trails for people to actively use in a way that honors our history, our culture, the natural features of our state and
helps to drive local and state economies.

Projects that are a part of these two major cross-state trail
initiatives are starred: * Iron Belle Trail ** Great Lake to Lake Trail

Upper Peninsula
• *Escanaba – A separated pathway along US-2 from Lakeshore Dr. to P Rd.
• *Wells Township – From Pioneer Trail Park to 3rd St. The bridge on US-2 over the Escanaba River will be replaced
with adequate nonmotorized access, as well as a new tunnel for bicyclists/walkers under the railroad.
• M-28 and US 41 to west Houghton County border as well as US-41 through Negaunee will be enhanced for
nonmotorized with 8 ft. paved shoulders
Northern Lower Peninsula
• *North Higgins Lake State Park – a separated 1.65 mile pathway along Conservation Drive towards Roscommon
• Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail – Phase 2, 2.97 miles along Boyne City Road from Little Traverse Wheelway at
US-31 to Quarterline Road. This means both ends of this eventual 14 mile long trail will be complete with 		
Phases 3 through 5 completing the middle in years to come.
• Millersburg – The Ocqueoc River Bridge on the Northeast State Trail will be replaced.

My sense of the work to be done by Michigan Trails is embedded in this “trust” commitment to the people of this
state. We must continue to preserve our unique sense of place, our history, our natural resources, our healthy and
safe communities and economically-thriving communities in order to really prosper as a state. The future of Michigan
depends on how we chart this course—how we work cooperatively with Michigan’s two greatest resources—its people
and the natural resources that grace this state and make it so unique and worthy of our full attention.
As I embark on a new journey in my life, let me again say thank you for the foundation of leadership and mission
laid by Nancy, the Michigan Trails Board of Directors and the generous support of the membership. There can be no
sustainable success without such a solid foundation. I am blessed to have the chance to continue a mission that has
been so nobly and well-advanced.

•

Bob Wilson

•

Mid-Michigan
•
Mid-Michigan Community Pathway – The next phase
of this eventual 40 mile trail, 6.8 miles from Shepherd to Mt.
Pleasant will be developed.
•
*Atlas Township – A separated 1.14 mile pathway from
Atlas High School to the village of Atlas
•
Jordan Lake Trail – Phase 1 of an eventual trail around
Jordan Lake, 2.5 miles from Lake Odessa to Lakewood High
School
•
Several miles of trail replacement and bridge repair
will be done in the Lansing area thanks to the local millage,
including the Lansing River Trail and the North Tier Trail (East
Lansing)
•
Huron Waterloo Pathway – Phase 1 of the future trail
network connecting Stockbridge, Chelsea, Dexter, and
Pinckney. This year’s 2.7 mile project will connect Chelsea to the Waterloo Recreation Area, Green Lake and the
DTE Foundation mountain bike trail system.
*Border to Border Trail – A 1.2 mile segment of the trail will fill the gap between Dexter-Huron Metropark and
Zeeb Road.
**Albion River Trail – a 1.04 mile extension from Veterans Way to M-99
...continued on page 5
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John Morrison, Executive Director, West Michigan Trails and Greenways Coalition

Nancy Krupiarz, Executive Director (Retired)

“Greenways are more than cycleways, more than river protection
corridors, more than tourist routes, and more than shapers and
preservers of the landscape. They are all these things and more.
They are access to the outdoors for the physically disabled. They
are safe routes to school for children. They are health and fitness
facilities for entire communities. And they are a source of natural
beauty.”

(Continued on page 3)

An Alternative Transportation Network in West Michigan
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West Michigan had the good fortune to host the 25th annual Michigander Bicycle Tour last year giving me the
opportunity to ride on about 20 regional trails during the eight-day tour. The journey included a lot of road miles too,
but the 400-mile ride showed me just how much you can move around West Michigan using non-motorized trails. I
gained a new appreciation for the extensive trail network we have and just how many places you can visit while staying
mostly on trails. West Michigan has much to be proud of, as I heard numerous times from other riders on the tour.
West Michigan Trails & Greenways Coalition played a role in the development
and construction of many of those trails, helping communities or trail groups
navigate the complicated bureaucracy of developing a new trail and helping
with the local match required in funding construction. With so much in place,
West Michigan’s trail network is impressive and continually developing, gaps
between trails are being identified and closed, and long awaited trails are making
progress. The final phase of the Fred Meijer Berry Junction Trail will soon connect
the William Field Memorial Hart-Montague Trail and White Lake Pathway all the
way south to the Muskegon Lakeshore Trail. With the closing of a couple more
small gaps, these trails will soon connect to the Musketawa Trail connecting trail
users to the Grand Rapids area and will also soon link to the Fred Meijer White
Pine Trail State Park. Tremendous progress is also being made developing a trail
between the Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo networks, and solid progress is being
made to pave the remaining sections of the White Pine.
Beyond the non-motorized trails, many communities are developing and utilizing
biking infrastructure such as side paths, bike lanes, shared lane markings, paved
shoulders, and bicycle routes. There are more than 80 miles of bike lanes in the
City of Grand Rapids, and nearly 200 miles each in the Holland and Kalamazoo
areas. The effort now is to seamlessly merge our trail systems with the region’s
biking infrastructure. Some of that is physical such as putting an appropriate
connection in place. Some of it is informational such as signs. A good signage
system keeps residents and visitors alike comfortable with where they’re going,
knowing they’re on the right trail, and understanding what is around them –
whether it’s attractions, restaurants, historical markers, or the next trail. Such a
system needs to work on trails and across the other infrastructure including bike
lanes and road routes in order to create a truly alternative transportation system.
Developing this system is more complicated than it seems, as any signage system
needs to meet standards of various agencies and municipalities. Along with the
Greater Grand Rapids Bicycle Coalition, we have brought together numerous
agencies to begin working on just such a solution, including the Michigan
Department of Transportation, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Grand
Valley Metro Council, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, West Michigan
Shoreline Regional Development Commission, Kent County Parks, Kent County
Road Commission, Ottawa County Parks and Recreation, and others. It will take
some time to do properly, but the interest and understanding of the need is
there.
West Michigan has an incredible asset in its trail system and biking
infrastructure. It’s time to take it to the next level to get the most out of the proven health benefits that come with trails
and cycling. And we certainly want to take advantage of the economic benefits that come with use and tourism. A good
and consistent wayfinding and place making signage system will help us do just that. West Michigan Trails & Greenways
Coalition looks forward to being involved in the continued development and evolution of our regional trail system as a
part of West Michigan’s alternative transportation network.
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